The Secret Admirer is: 


Hannah Wren 
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ing towards being less seri- 
ous for you and those around 
you. It's time to take a break 
from gravity and drift. 


Pisces- Your magic is at an 
apex and weirdness jumps 
in your-wake. like glistening 
fish following.a sunset sailing 
ship. Cast all the spells. 


Aries- There's nothing | can 
tell you. that Stevie Nicks 
can't say better. Listen to 
some classic Mac. Seriously. 
Really listen. 


Taurus- Make a conscious ef- 
fort to step up a friendship. 
2016 will find you an amaz- 
ing new-friend. You might 
‘meet them this week. 


Gemini- Kiss yourself at mid- 
night. Hold-your-own hand. 
Check in with yourself. You 
can only be as. good to you as 
you treat yourself. 


Cancer- Your limbs torque 
with the strength of creaking 
cedars. Stand in darkness in 
all your terror-and enemies 
will flee for their lives. 


Leo- Accept an apology this 
week. It sucks to hafta be the 
bigger person, but someone 
who loves you. fucked up, 
and they learned the lesson. 


Virgo- Dissolve into make 
believe and escapism. It will 
set your soul to rights. When 
you open your-eyes it will be 


=e Don't promise too 


much. Don't say ‘I love you! 


first. You've been here ‘be- 
fore. Learn from_your mis- 
takes. Keep your’ cards to 
your chest. 

Scorpio- Curate your envi- 
ronments, your music. Se- 
duce happiness with the 
comfort of your aura. Moths 
will flock to your candle. 


Sagittarius- People are look- 
ing at you. Someone is in- 
terested in getting closer to 
you. Their motives may be 
cloudy. Stay alert and sober. 
Capricorn- I've got nothing 
for you, Capricorn. | can't feel 
a thing. You're invisible this 
week. God isn't looking. You 
should commit some crimes. , 
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Hello again. It's nice to be back here, 
guest-spotting this week. The two questions 
David passed along to me complement each 
other well. Both are questions of tact, and of 
tactics. 


How do you handle changing the subject at 
a family event when a major person in the fam- 
ily has passed away and the family just wants to 
keep talking about the sad events that led to the 
day the person passed and it obviously is upset- 
ting the spouse of the person who passed? 


- Concerned Family Member 


| have a roommate who refuses to pick up 
on small hints and | am bad at confrontation. 
Short of leaving notes, what is an assertive and 
not overly-dramatic way to say that small things 

add up? 
- Losing My Shit Slowly 


Dears, 


You both need to find ways to be more di- 
rect than you seem inclined to be right now. 
You have requests to make of people in your 
life. There is strong feeling behind those re- 
quests. For both of you, the question you seem 
to be after is how to be persuasive without 
alienating the other people involved. And yet 
you're also both angry with those other peo- 
ple, and that’s making things more compli- 
cated. In the first letter, | hear your protective- 
ness of your family member, and also plenty 
of irritation with the others’ obtuseness, their 
eagerness to rehash the past. In the second, 
your anger is right there in your sign-off, and 
you seem also to suspect that your roommate 
is being passive aggressive in “refusing” to 
pick up on your hints. (You don’t specify, but | 
imagine something like, “You know what's the 
grossest? When you go to pick up the sponge, 
and it’s totally waterlogged at the bottom of 
the sink and also is covered with peanut but- 
ter.’ Not that | have lived out this nightmare). | 
wonder if they perceive your hints to be pas- 
sive aggressive themselves, and respond in 
kind. 


You both wish that the people around you 
would understand what you want without 
your having to spell it out. But they don’t, and 
the more you have to work to manage your 
own frustration and resentment, the harder it 
becomes to see a neutral way to approach the 


problem. Yet in both cases, | think this is what's 
needed. How can you matter-of-factly, plainly, 
calmly, be clearer about what you need? 


To the first writer: why not try a more direct 
approach than simply changing the subject 
and hoping the rest of your family will catch 
on? “Joan, this must be upsetting for you to 
revisit. Let's talk about something else for 
awhile.’ You might also speak individually with 
some of your family about your concerns in 
advance of gatherings, so that you're not the 
only one working to bring the conversations 
around to less painful territory. | hope that, 
as your family adjusts to the loss, whatever 
need is satisfied by the rehashing will dimin- 
ish. It might also be helpful in the meantime 
to think more about what that need is, and 
where it comes from. Perhaps you'll see the 
way to a different approach. 


To the second writer, it sounds like you're 
looking for a way to express your anger (“small 
things add up”) but | think the question is real- 
ly how can you talk about your needs for your 
shared living environment without bringing 
in a sense of grievance. How can you make 
the requests themselves feel more straightfor- 
ward, less loaded? One way might be to pro- 
pose some new way of doing things (a chore 
chart, eg), so that you're making a positive 
recommendation that you both share in, in- 
stead of just counting your roommate's faults. 
After that, it is worth practicing being more 
direct. | say this from one non-confrontational 
person to another. It’s so much worse to let it 
fester - and being apologetic or passive ag- 
gressive doesn't help, either. It's easier to ask 
if you do it before you start feeling annoyed 
that you have to. Myself, | like text messages. 
“Hey, just realized it’s Thursday. Can you take 
out the trash?” But you may also decide, ul- 
timately, that you're just going to make your 
world as you need it to be, and stop expecting 
your roommate to share in that process. | have 
come to this moment before — with the pea- 
nut butter sponge roommate. It was remark- 
ably freeing. | needed the house to be cleaner 
than she did, so | just cleaned it more, and that 
was that. Taking my resentment out of it felt 
great. 


Good luck to both of you. I’m glad you 
wrote. 


xxHannah 
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grasping blindly 
for your eyes 
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New Years 
with Hal Walker in Athens, Georgia 


Cancel my birthday, fine, | barely 
remember it any more. Cancel Christ- + 
mas, no great bother, Christmas is for.:~./ 


children and those with children. Can? 


cel Halloween, and now you're start- 
ing to shake my life. But truth is, it's of- 
ten a work night and | haven't gotten a 
costume together in a few years. Hon- 
estly, take it, the kids never turn down 
my street to trick-or-treat anyway. 


But if the Pope or the Queen or 
NASA were to announce that we'd 
got it all wrong, there's no New Year, 
and after December comes Thirteenu- 
ary first, 2015, | think I'd start building 
bombs. We need to see that odometer 
turn over. Life doesn't always deliver 
you a chapter break when you need it 
- a move, a new job, a new love - and 
sometimes you just need to turn a 
page mid-sentence. Let the little orb 
labeled "2015" roll out into the mem- 
ory, colored blue or green or red or 
however, and call it done. 


New Years is an anniversary of noth- 
ing. Nobody alive at the time knew it 
was January 1st, year 1. New Years has 
no requirements. No travel, no family. 
No gifts, no dressing up. The morning 
belongs to Mary, but I've never met 
anyone who celebrates that, and still | 
hope that little old Italian ladies step 
into mass hungover and happy. The 
real prayer of New Years is a prayer to 
the self. And all resolutions are exactly 
the same: 


"| will listen to the advice | give my- 
self, starting tomorrow. 


So go out there and celebrate your- 
self with the people that love you, or 
maybe just the people who are the 
most fun. Promise to be better next 
year, the Great Goddess Irony loves 
such things. A number increments to- 
ward an end unknown and it means 
everything and nothing. Happy New 
Year, Philadelphia. 


Thisin' That 
with David Otter 


Alright, for this you're going to 
need a mason jar with a lid, some 
hardy glue, a screw-driver or a chisel 
or something, and pen n’ paper. We're 
gonna make a memory vault! 


Knock a slot in that lid. Make it 
wide enough to fit folded slips of pa- 
per. Now glue it to your jar. Glue that 
jar shut! You can go further here and 
paint your jar, or cover it in tape to 
make its contents secret; that’s up to 
you. Stick that jar somewhere safe but 
also somewhere you will pass every- 
day, somewhere you will notice it. Got 
it? Ok, now every time something cool 
or interesting happens, write it on a 
slip of paper, you can use the weekly 
to-do list on back if you like, and fold 
it up and put it in the jar. That’s your 
base layer. Happy fluff. Also write 
about the weird things that you might 
never think about again if you don't 
write them down or see them again. 
Like for instance, the shapes made 
by water damage on the facade of a 
house across the street, a particularly 
interesting eye floater, a funny bum- 
persticker. Next, find yourself at your 
absolute saddest, and ask yourself 
what you've learned. Maybe it’s some- 
thing you've learned a bunch of times! 
Well this time, capture it. 


Then, next year, on January first, 
when you're hung over and receptive 
to optimism, break the jar and read all 
of your notes. You can relive the year in 
a single sit down! Then you can maybe 
put them in an envelope or another 
jar. Filla bookshelf. 


Small-batch distiller of Whiskey, Gin, Rum, Liqueur, Brandy 


Natural and Organic Since 1969 


_. MARKET & CAFE 


Shop local. Shop ethical. Visit us today! Ss 
9 S 4th St | M-F 8am-opm, S&S 8am-8pm | EsseneMarket.cc 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 
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2440 Frankford Ave. Philadelphia - 257-825-4590 


Rowhouse$Spirits.us 


Open for retail sales Thurs-Sat: Noon-6:00pm 


Would youl Jike to laces an adi in n the, Se- 
cret Admirer? Well you can-it's 30-dol- 
lars for 1 Week; 90 dollars for 4 
and 450 dollats.for-24 ‘weeks.} 


change the content. of your ad.as often: 
as you like. The S@cret Admirer is in- 
dependently owne@ and: produced in. 
Philadelphia, PA by) college dropott, 


and has been runnifig strong for.almost 
6 years. It comes Out @n Tuesdays and is 
in 250 spots across the city. All Admirer’ 
locomotion is conducted: via bicycle, 


University City 
person- HER VAGINA! You ain't gotta rush! 


Center City 
gal- Merry Jewish Christmas! 


and the Admirer ¢ pernces and aspires 
to promote equa ty and acceptance, 
communicatio aad interpersonal har, 
many forall: 603 - 4766. 


12 Steps Down 
person- South Philly is where hipsters go to retire. 


Home for the Holidays, New Hampshire edition 
guy- Mom! Why is there a knife in the couch cushions? | sat on it! 
mother- Oh | think your father was eating cheese on the couch. 


/\~ 
46&Larchwood 


mom (to small daughter)- No, silly, you know we only get naked inside the house. 


992 €0C £09 
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South St 

gal 1- No way. It's impossible for any human to eat that much meat at once. 
gal 2- Well except maybe that little hotdog champion guy. 

gal 1- Oh well yeah. Maybe he could. But that's it. 


>" Internet + Girl + Movie 
sguidueesau cu vevideusavescevessseaseseseviedssitevssiaeetsdieesversecsdlesesvecsddssacasseisetsasaueeeasii gies dads with Holly Firesheets 

Send in more animal photos, please. 

philadelphiaadmirer@gmail.com 

603 203 4766 


Yo so, I’m going to be writing some weird movie reviews for admirer randomly. 
Mid 1980's to mid 1990's films are the flavor. If you have a film to suggest, email 
me: internetgirlmovies@gmail.com 


“Stephen King’s Thinner” -1996 
A Roommate suggested we watch this movie for the first review. What a piece of 
shit...a beautiful, ridiculous, yet magical piece of shit. 
So an overweight fella runs over a gypsy woman while receiving “ROAD 
HEAD” from his boring wife in a stupid car. The gypsy woman dies and they 
: all end up in court where the gypsy husband curses this bruh for the killing. 
Myriad delicious soups, ?| “THINNNNNNERRRRRRR!” | won't spoil the whole thing for y’all but it’s basically 
sandwiches, and drinks! =| an hour and a half of this dude getting skinny and closer to death. Looking hella 
- : | nasty. To lift the curse he must put his blood into a pie and feed it to someone. 
Tea eee Dude feeds his wife and daughter, how rude. SO MANY SURPRISES. How many 
41: | times will you hear the phrase “gypsy curse?” 1,223,443,454 times. Watch it | 


You will NOT be disappointed! ; 
Nor will you leave hungry, guess.... 6/10 blood pies. 


thirsty, or lacking in energy. : 


. 
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Lost but Seeking 
Remember folks, we run lost pet and stolen bike ads 
for free if we have spare room. <3 
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Good Friends - Good Food - Good Times 
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on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 


1200 Point Breeze Ave : 
(267) 8584186 


Closed Mondays 
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PERIOD PALS 


is coming back! 
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@Eross 
1. Summation 
6. Manservant 
11. Squealer 
14. Previously 
15. Overact 
16. Astonishment 
17. Stationary merchant 


1. Epidermal irritation 
2. Juvenile newt 
3. Loving baby murmur 
4. Pirate expletive 
5. Easily irritated 
6. Swerve 
7. Prayer punctuation 
8. Easy gait 

MJ's seventh studio album 2 summer iniials i ; 
10. Patio So send in your menstrual-themed haiku to 
- 20,000 Leagues author 11. Jewish teacher Wendy Otter at cornfairy@gmail.com 
. Fanatical 12. Expect 
. Forest thoroughfare ist eigen saan i 

sali . Common type of seawee 

° Neneh lte ly) 22. Pick of the litter 
- Overhead projector page 23. Indépendant, sufficient social group 
. Thickness 24. Audio transmission 
. Tiny, mischievous fae 25. Picnic pilferers 


. Opposing soldier to a Yank 26. Agitated state 
Nile bird 27. One of two 


28. Has no limbs 
Soft, muted green 29. 23 Across for water 
. Popular type of frat party 30. Glorify 
. Kung fu Keanu 33. Taco truck at 10 & Washington 
. Hold a pose 34. Discharge 
. Equestrian 37 


35. Taverns 

. Biology’s emotional meddling 
. However 38. Register 
. Spirits 40. Mixture 


. Apportion Al. ae oy ‘i ‘ 
Sporting venue 42. Raised Neville Longbottom 


ee 43. Stetsons 
- Critical 44. Liquid hot rocks 
53. Juniper booze 45. Has a belt made of stars 
54. Needfully 46. Leases 
59. French word 49. Low pH 


50. Let go 
60. Coast 51. One who takes advantage 


61. Cavalry sword 52. An instrument that can’t tell the truth 
62. Autonomic Nervous System Soa 
63. Someone born before you 56. Knock 


; 57. Freebie! it’s IBO 
64. Part of a lyric poem, or ode Bo Ge kGncdicnecnward 


Open to all folks. Printed anonymously in the 
Admirer. We'll print when we have enough. 
Send in as many as you like. 


BECAUSE MENSTRUATION ISN'T TABOO! 


LAST 


WEEICS 


JAM 


1- What is the official language of Guyana? 
2- What organ is studied by a nephrologist? 

3- Name the full moon closest to the Autumn equinox. 

4- How many symphonies did Beethoven compose? 

5- Van Gogh was drunk on this the night he cut off his ear. 

ANSWERS ON BACK 


